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1etner you're inspired

(4
to begin stocking vino for the first
fime or want to fake your present
sforage system fo the next level,

0 opfions abound.

Displaying
A love
For VWine

BY LISA M. JENSEN

hoosing wine storage products for  piece, and a place from
your home begins with two basic  which to choose a few \
quesfions: How important is the  bollles whenever they wish.
wine? And, what system would best suit
how you enjoy it2 ‘A piece of wine furniture, a free-
standing rack, a bistra table with
“Before becoming a ‘collector’ who needs  wine storage undemeath, or a cre-
a home cellar, there is o process of learn-  denza designed fo store wine instead
ing ond enjoying wine,” said Jim Cash, of books can work perfectly” he nofed.
owner of Revel Cusiom Wine Cellars in  "Able to complement the homeowner's
Grand Rapids. “Many people in this cal  taste and siyle, any of these can also go
egory are looking for more of a lifestyle  anywhere in the home,
experience with wine, and they are drawn
fo having a visible wine presence in their  "VWe consider our products to be wine
home as a design feature, a conversation  fumiture as opposed to wine storage racks,
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“Everything we do here stems from my ideas of what make o good wine cellar function well for a collector who spends a lot of time organizing and using it,”

nates Jim Cash, feunder of award-winning Revel Custom Wine Cellars in Grand Rapids.

regardless of whether it ends up being
in a celler or not.”

STARTING OUT
Cabinetry lines offer display racks
and cubbies that hold boftles
harizontally — the correct stor-
age position for table wines,
because it keeps the corks
moist and prevents air from
furning the wine info vin-
egar. But such walktbased or
non-refrigerated island units
are designed for looks and
convenience — not enhanc
ing your wine drinking experi-
ence.

I your goal is to noe the subtle
evolutions of a good wine as
it matures info a greal one
[or just to make the most of
everyday wine|, storing it
in a cool and constant
envirenment is crucial.
Fifty-five degrees Farenheit
is ideal in general for storing wine,

although this varies by a few degrees from
Vintage Port and Shiroz to Riesling and
Champagnre. The proper femperature —
along with principally the right amount of
humidity, darkness and lack of vibration
— dllows wine to age slowly, with greater
complexity.

‘A basic wine cocler has one temperature
zone, and handles what the average con-
sumer wanfs,” said Esther Ritsema, a sales
consultant at Gerrit's Appliances in Grand
Rapids, which offers options from Sub-
Zero, Greenville-based Marvel, U-line and
General Electric. “But o dualzone cooler
[or reserve] allows you to mainiain and

serve more expensive reds and whites
at fhe precise temperatures you want.”

Products available through Gerrit's
include SubZero's siainless 424 Free-
Standing WWine Storage unit, which
stocks up to 46 bottles, and Marvel's
Dual Zone Wine Cellar (Chateau
Collection), which sfores up to 44 in
six glide-out maple rocks that can be
customn finished.

Three of U-line's Wine Capfain models
feature friple temperature zones for further
storage versafility. ‘like SubZero, U-line
also carries o wide variefy of low- fo high-
end undercounter units,” Rilsema added.

Outside of the kilchen and in outdoor
rooms, undercounter units can also be
incorporoted into freesfonding wine furni
fure.

“In an urban seffing, a traditional cellar may
not be simply feasible Cash observed.
"Many aficionados here opt for offsite stor-
age of their collections, and a nice piece
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FIFTY-FIVE DEGREES
FARENHEIT is ideal in
general for sforing wine,

although this varies by a few
degrees from Vintage Port
and Shiraz to Riesling and

Champagne.

of wine fumiture or cabinetry that creates a
winefriendly atmosphere without the major
capital investment.”

BEYOND COOL

When Cash — who also is president
and chief operating officer for Christman
Capital Development Co. in Grand Rapids
— began searching for products o build
his own home wine cellar, he discovered
what he wanted didn't exist. Consequently,
he founded Revel Custom Wine Cellars to
creatfe if.

While Revel's innovalive storage furniture is
earning presfigious product design awards
and equips the residential cellars of many
Aclist celebrities, Forlune 500 CEOs and
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Gucrding against light, heat, humidity and vibration, Sub-Zero's selection of under-counter and
freestanding wine refrigeration units can be easily incorporated in varying styles of home decor.

professional athlefes, each product is
grounded in pracicality.

"Everything we do here stems from my
ideas of what make a good wine cellar
function well for a collecior who spends a

lot of time organizing and wsing

it Cash said.

Revel project manager and
expert CAD designer Jaclyn
Drenth fashions custom cellar
components for residential and
commercial clients alike. Crafted
from pure Honduran mahogany
ihat takes on a classic patina
over fime, Revel wine furnishings
awarded for their innovation
include:

*A patented dowel system
designed for more efficient
air flow and to dramatically

improve bottle visibility. Open-botiom con-
struction and all drawers positioned higher
than eye level dllow bottles to be stocked
with labels facing downward for easy
perusal from below.

*Consfructed with the company's signature
dowsl system, the rotafing Revel Wine
Wheel showcases prized boitles practi-
cally in what was once lost comner space.
Integrated case storage allows all wine to
be organized as one aesthefically pleasing
and functional design element.

"Though the frend in many areas is to econ-
omize or delay investments of this ype,
we'e seeing continued stiong demand
and desire” Cash noted. "Wine has
clearly become an entertainment and cul-
tural asset.”

To learn more, visit www.revelcellars.com
and Www_gerritsopp|ionces_com_

Phetography courtesy Wolf Sub Zero




