
THERE COMES A TIME    
in a serious and well-heeled 
oenophile’s life when the passé and 
practical in wine cellars just won’t do, 
and nothing short of a custom 
designed work of art can do justice to 
their collection of liquid gems. So we 
move away from the broccoli boxes 
and broom cupboards to look at the 
exquisite and the exotic in wine cellars. 
The first cellar would definitely fit into 
the exotic category but is probably not 
one recommended for your home- but, 
then again, who am I to say!  The cellar 
is a 15m-high glowing blue glass 
tower. It is located in the Angels Tower 
bar at Stansted Airport’s Radisson Blu 
Hotel near London and houses 4000 
bottles of wine. 
 But wait, there’s more! Order your 
magnum of Bordeaux and a scantily 
clad “angel” will don her “wings” and 
fly up the side of the vertical cellar to 
retrieve your wine, at the same time 
performing some pretty amazing aerial 
acrobatics as she goes.  Once she has 
located your bottle, your “angel” 
gently floats back down to earth with 
it tucked away in her feathers and nary 
a crystal out of place.

James Cash, clients include  members 
of Forbes Richest Americans list, 
famous entertainers, corporate CEOs, 
one of whom is the most prominent 
celebrity corporate CEO in the world 
and another who is a founder of one 
of the world’s largest technology 
company. Got you guessing?
 As with so many good ideas, Revel 
Custom Wine Cellars began out of 
necessity when Cash, wanting to build 
a wine cellar in his own home, just 
couldn’t find what he wanted.  He was 
seeking some sort of shelving that 
would display several bottles of wine at 
once, negating the need to pull out 
individual bottles one at a time in order 
to read the label, but there was no 
such animal. So he set out about 
designing a unique type of racking that 
does just that. Cash is certainly no 
stranger to building; he is also CEO of 
a US-based construction and real 
estate development company which 
specializes in the restoration of famous 
historic structures.  Revel’s wine cellars 
are cosseting precious bottles of wine 
across US, Canada and Europe with sales 
mostly generated through the best adver-
tising method of all- word of mouth. 

The more expensive the wine the 
higher up it is located in the tower and 
of course the greater the show. A 
second Angels’ Tower bar has been 
established at the Radisson in the 
Zurich airport. A must see the next 
time you are in that part of the world!
 Speaking of being high up in the 
world, you can’t get much higher than 
Hong Kong’s amazing International 
Commerce Centre’s 118-story, state-
of-the-art building and its signature 
restaurant Dragon Seal 101. Part of the 
highly successful Dragon King            
Restaurant Group under the guidance 
of famous chef Wong Wing Chee, 
there is an overall philosophy of great 
food pairing with great wine and the 
elite, walk-in glass cellars provide a 
perfectly protected home before 
making their grand entrance on to 
the white linen stage.
 There are many companies around the 
world which specialize in the creation 
of beautiful wine cellars. US-based 
Revel Custom Wine Cellars is one such 
company whose expert furniture 
artisans dream up the most splendid 
of wine cellars for the rich and famous. 
According to the company’s founder,
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WAYS TO PROTECT YOUR PRECIOUS WINES.
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The US is home of the statement, “Go 
big or go home!” and it seems that 
owning your personalized designer 
creation is next on the list. And the 
designer at the top of that list would 
be Jamie Beckwith, of Beckwith Interi-
ors. Her personal pool house cellar, 
which holds 2000 bottles, features a 
contrast of warm woods like walnut 
and cool materials like acrylic that will 
turn you green, or blue, with envy. 
Acrylic posed an interesting dilemma 
from a cleaning and strength perspec-
tive. “for an engineering standpoint, 
we had to ensure it would withstand 
the weight of all those bottles,” she 
explains. The cellar has a glass ceiling 
so that guests walking above can view 
the vinous treasures below and when 
not in use, the floor has motorized 
black-out shades to create complete 
darkness for optimal wine storage. 
  Wine cellars can either be built on site 
of you can get prefabricated ones 
installed. But somehow the word 
prefab doesn’t do justice to an 
up-market range of walk-in wine 
cellars that have been hand-made in 
France for the past 20 years. These 
Espace Walk-In Cellars, which the 
company claims are the modern 
equivalent to the ancient caves of 
France, are delivered around the world 
in kit form with nothing more than a 
screwdriver. They consist of sturdy 
insulated aluminum panels backed 
with polystyrene and come complete 
with wine racks and a cellar condi-
tioner with both heating and cooling 
functions. The cellar can be built-in 
behind a wall or stand Tardis-like in a 
garage or basement. Sizes range from 
600-bottle capacity up to cellars with 
enough room to store 345 cases of 
your favorite wines. And the real plus is 
that if you decide to pack your bags 
and leave home you can always take 
your cellar with you!
 If nothing short of an underground 
wine cellar will suffice, then let me tell 
you about a smart Frenchman, George 
Harnois, who came up with the answer 
to building underground cellars about 
35 years ago. Recognizing than even 
though there was an increasing 
demand for people to have somewhere 
to store their wines, few modern 
houses were designed with the facility 
to do so.  Harnois began experiment-
ing with an idea. He excavated a large 
hole in his garage, lined it walls with 
brick and put in January 211 Spiral 
Cellars entered the Australian market. 

a wooden spiral staircase. That hole in 
the garage evolved into a modular 
concrete system called the Spiral Cellar 
system. Since that time more than 
20,000 Spiral Cellars have been built in 
France and over 3,000 in the UK, and in 
January 211 Spiral Cellars entered the 
Australian market. “It was a natural 
step for the company to move into a 
country where wine plays a prominent 
part or life and culture,” said Sydney-
based Galahad Group of Companies 
spokesman Nail Smallman.  What is 
unique about Spiral Cellar is that 
because it is modular it can be retro-
fitted. In other words, if you are in an 
established home and you suddenly 

have a craving for an underground 
cellar- you can. And it is a surprisingly 
quick and simple process. Spiral Cellar 
installers remove the flooring and dig a 
hole in the room where you want your 
cellar (and yes, they take away all the 
dirt!) and the watertight, precast 
concrete cylinder complete with a spiral 
staircase and shelves is sunk into the 
hole. Like a traditional cellar, the Spiral 
Cellar relies on the earth’s natural insula-
tion attributes and the company has also 
added a clever ventilation system. The 
cellar requires no power to maintain its 
constant temperature. Once it’s paid for, 
that’s it- no more expenses. Well, except 
for the wine of course! 
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